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parties excited it much more than the legislative work of its
parliament.
When the inevitable inquest came, the public showed no interest
in its findings. The majority opinion in the lobbies was that the
wicked Nationalists had refused to play the game. The reproach
was unjust. Whatever individual members of the party may have
done the official leadership did play the game. The propaganda
of their own extremists was sharply answered. When the Stahl-
helm held a parade that was a mere provocation—bands, uniforms,
princes and all—not a single member of the ministry attended,
and the President who as the most notable "front line" soldier
was an honorary and honoured member ostentatiously had an
engagement elsewhere. Even when it came to the renewal of the
old "Law for the Defence of the Republic" which had been
specifically aimed at the Nationalist party and the Nationalist
movement, only a minority abstained from voting, and in spite
of all attempts on the part of the opposition to prove Nationalist
interference with foreign policy Stresemann had little to complain
of in the conduct of his new allies.
He occasionally did complain, for he was in a complaining mood.
His policy was at an anxious stage, but the anxiety this time
did not come from Germany. If his ci-devant enemies were
playing up to him, his partner of Thoiry was doing the reverse.
Although Stresemann was never busier and Germany's prestige
in foreign chancelleries was never higher, there was no success
achieved likely to strike the popular imagination. Although in
the minor excitements caused by the British breach with Russia
and the sudden flare-up of trouble on the Adriatic Germany
played her part as one of the guarantors of European peace, not
a single concession could the Foreign Minister obtain. At Geneva
there was immense cordiality, but the thorny question of the ill-
treatment of the Germans in Poland, then, as still, under a stupid
militarist, was no nearer solution. Briand kept ostentatiously out
of the Foreign Minister's way and not an inch of progress was
made towards further evacuation of the Rhineland. The atmo-
sphere over the whole area of Franco-German relations grew
distinctly heavier and the omens for the reopening of the repara-

